
The Hong Kong Council of Social Service 

Specialized Committee on Social Development (2019/2020) 

 

Minutes of the 2nd Meeting 

 

 
1. To receive the agenda 

The agenda was adopted without amendment.  

 

2. To confirm minutes of last meeting 

The minutes were confirmed without amendment. 

3. Business Update  

3.1 Policy Research and Advocacy 

3.1.1 Housing 

Ms. Natalie YAU presented the major findings of「業主質性研究」. Members 

discussed the feasibility and implementation of rental subsidy, rental control and 
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vacant property tax. The presentation of findings to some concerned social service 

agencies would be done in January 2020. 

(Post-meeting note: The sharing was made in 23 January 2020 on the concerned 

Platform, which had organized a press conference in mid-February and Natalie 

helped to share the findings during the press conference) 

 

3.1.2 Singapore Study Visit on Development of Community-based Social Services 

for Health Management, Disease Prevention and Community Rehabilitation 

The date of Singapore study visit had been confirmed and scheduled for March 8 

to March 13. Ms. Natalie YAU reported the progress on Singapore study visit, 

including the itinerary.  

(Post-meeting note: Due to the outbreak of epidemic caused by coronavirus, the 

study visit had been canceled.  The team was exploring if there would be any 

possibility to reschedule for some time in summer) 

 

3.1.3 Policy Bulletin on Transitional Housing (Policy Bulletin Issue 28) 

Mr. Anthony WONG briefly introduced and reported the content of specific topics. 

The e-version of PB 28 would be released at the end of March 2020.  

 

3.2 Centre for Social Impact 

Mr. Anthony WONG reported the progress of SIA projects. The 9th Conference on 

Practice and Research for Social Service Excellence was scheduled on 6th and 7th 

of April 2020.  The topic would be Mission and Role of Practice Research in 

Extraordinary Social Conditions.  

(Post-meeting note: Due to the outbreak of epidemic caused by coronavirus, the 

conference and workshop had been canceled.  The team was exploring if there 

would be any possibility to reschedule for some time later in the year) 

 

4. Matters for Discussion 

4.1 Draft Business plan for 2020-2021 

Mr. Anthony WONG presented the draft business plan for 2020-2021. Members 

discussed the possible research themes and the methodology on Subdivided Units 

(SDU) research. Members also suggested to identify feasible research areas on 

Primary Health Care. Members also discussed about the Social Development 

Index (SDI) in its lack of timely reflection of current social situation of the year in 

which the findings are released.  Members generally accepted the draft year plan.  

Opinions and comments would be further considered and integrated in the year 

plan.   



 

5. Any other business  

5.1. Brainstorming strategies for engaging District Council 

To put forward relevant social service/welfare agenda at the newly elected District 

Council, members expressed social service agencies might initiate engagement 

activities with the District Council. Among all the engagement strategies 

brainstormed, the most effective one identified by the members was for all 

district-based social service units in the same district to collaborate and engage 

their corresponding District Council. 

 

5.2 Staff Restructure on units of Social Security & Employment and Social 

Development  

Mr. Anthony WONG reported that the existing two staff team within PRA would 

be merged into one, and three small teams would be formed to build expertise and 

take charge of one strategic research areas identified by the Council.  The 

proposal had been endorsed by Executive Committee.  However, the governance 

structure of the new team structure had not been decided.  Regarding the 

corresponding governance structure at the level of Specialized Committee, Ex-Co 

would like us to conduct a consultation with the concerned Specialized 

Committees.  A final proposal would be submitted to Ex-Co for confirmation in 

July.  Members were concerned and expressed readiness to discuss the agenda.  

Members agreed that the Council should focus on the 3 strategic agenda.  How 

the Committee should be treated in relation to the Expert Groups as proposed 

would have to be further discussed in the next meeting. 

 

6. The date of next meeting 

The meeting was adjourned at 13:00. The next meeting was scheduled for 3pm, 

20th March 2020.   

 

  

Confirmed 

by : 

 

 Mr. Bill LAY 

Chairperson of Specialized 

Committee on Social Development 

 

Date:  

 

 


